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TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL
PRESS AND MEDIA POLICY


1. The meetings of the Council and its committees are open to the public (which includes the press),  however, the public may, be excluded for the whole or part of a meeting if it resolves that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution. It is not lawful to exclude some of the public or the press. The exclusion must apply to all. However, the council may invite individuals to speak at a meeting (e.g. the council’s solicitor, or other professional advisor or particular staff members) when it is in private session. 

2. The press is entitled, on payment, to copies of the agenda and necessary supporting papers for a meeting. They must be given reasonable facilities for reporting at a meeting (e.g. sufficient space, a table and a chair).

3. Reporting which may include the use of social media, may include:

i. filming, photographing or making an audio recording of proceedings at a meeting (e.g. using a mobile phone, tablet such as an iPad, filming for a TV broadcast, recording for a radio broadcast); 

ii. using any other means for enabling people not present at a meeting to see or hear proceedings as they take place or later (e.g. live streaming); 


iii. written reporting or commentary on the proceedings during or after a meeting or oral reporting or commentary after the meeting. Examples of written reporting or commentary include. blogging, posting comments on Facebook or tweeting. 

Further guidance on what reporting is permitted can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-and-accountable-local- government-plain-english-guide. Part 1 of the guide confirms that the statutory powers of a person to report on the proceedings of a meeting are not without some boundaries. 

4.  A person present at the meeting does not have a right to give an oral report or commentary during a meeting e.g. a journalist filming the meeting or a local resident blogger at the meeting must not provide a running verbal commentary. This is because such oral commentary could be disruptive to the meeting. 

5. The right to ‘report’ on a meeting is limited to reporting on the proceedings of a meeting, which includes a reference to people who simply attend the meeting and those who participate in the meeting. There is an expectation that any reporting will focus on the proceedings of a meeting and those who participate in it, rather than those who are simply attending. Those who participate in a meeting include councillors, members of the public who are permitted to speak during the meeting, those invited by councillors to speak at a meeting and officers. The filming, recording, photographing or other reporting of children and the vulnerable may only be undertaken with the consent of a responsible adult, which in the case of a vulnerable adult is a medical professional, his carer or legal guardian and, in the case of a child, is his parent, legal guardian or teacher. 

6. Outside of Council or committee meetings, any comments on behalf of the Council to the Press or other Media may only be made by members or employees of the Council after reference to, and guidance from the Chairman, or is his/her absence the Vice-Chairman. 
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