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TEMPLE EWELL



TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 31 October 2023, commencing at 7.15pm
2324/073 Present: Cllrs. G Mousley, Mrs A Newington, Mrs L End, Mrs K Price, Ms R Horton, D Prescott. 
In attendance: KCC Cllr. D Beaney, Clerk and 2members of the public.
2324/074. Apologies for absence: Cllrs.’ Dr. M Parks, Mrs K Marsh, C Lynch, District Cllr. Rose.
2324/075. Declarations of Interest. Councillor linked to item 2324/082 (a).
2324/076. Approval of Minutes in relation to the meeting held 26 September 2023.
The minutes were approved and then adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Prescott and seconded by Cllr. Mrs End.
2324/077. Chairman’s Announcements Cllr. Mousley advised that Cllrs. Mrs Price & S Davies had tendered their resignations citing pressure of work and family commitments. They were both thanked for their extended spells of service. Cllr. Mrs Price will continue in her role until the end of 2023.
2324/078. District Councillor’s Reports. Cllr. Beaney reported the following:
· 200 new affordable homes in the district that were planned have now been cancelled.

· Green Waste bags will be replaced by an additional wheelie bin. (Parish Council agreed to send a letter of concern to DDC in relation to storage of an additional bin in many properties in the village).
· The Dover Beacon building to be constructed in Bench Street and to be used as an arts/culture centre is currently in the design stage.
2324/079 County Councillor’s Report. Cllr. Beaney reported the following:
· KCC is not going into administration (section 141 notice) with finances secure to the end of March.

· KCC are currently reviewing what are likely to be substantial budget cuts for 2024/25.

· Cllr. Beaney still has some funds available from his County Members fund for local projects.

2324/080. Adjournment of meeting for Parishioners’ questions and comments.
A parishioner re-iterated his frustration regarding a blocked access route to the rear of cottages in Templar Road. He was advised that there was no action that the Parish Council could take (see 2324/082 (a) below).

Mr Robbins from Temple Ewell Primary School advised that the PTA committee would make a decision regarding the 2024 school fete by the end of this year. It was re-iterated that if the event was held on a Saturday it would have full Parish Council support including financial assistance.
2324/081. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – All of the Committee were re-elected at the AGM on 8 October. There are currently 6 persons on the waiting list with all plots currently allocated.
Events – The Christmas Lights Event plans were discussed and will be finalised at the next meeting. The current concern is difficulty in secure a Band/musician for the event. Budgets to be increased to take account of inflation and the steadily increasing numbers of people attending the event in recent years. It was agreed to purchase a Snow Machine rather than hiring one as in previous years as this should prove more cost effective.
Finance – the half-year income & expenditure summary as at 30 September produced by the Clerk showed income at 97% of annual target and expenditure at 41% with no items in excess of the annual budget. The Finance Committee would meet week commencing 20 November to discuss the 2024/25 budget & precept. 
Social Media – Top engagement of posts in the previous month were closure dates for the A2 (609), Allotment award winners (275) and formal opening of King George V playing field footpath (299).
Planning – There were no applications reviewed between full Parish Council meetings.
2324/082. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Complaint re access to rear of properties in Templar Road. Legal advice had been sought from KALC regarding the potential involvement of the Parish Council in this matter.  The advice was that this is a private matter, and not one that a local authority or Parish Council should be getting involved with. The Parishioner may make a complaint to the Monitoring Officer at DDC regarding the conduct of the Parish Councillor involved, however it is extremely unlikely that any action would be taken, given that this is a private dispute, and that it was not relating to the councillor acting on behalf of the Parish Council.
b) Highways Improvement Plan.
KCC have advised that they & DDC are currently monitoring the Alkham Road/London Road junction with a view to possible signalisation. The design plans submitted by the Parish Council could be considered in the future. 
Once again KCC have reviewed and rejected proposals for speed tables on London Road, citing speed data that shows good compliance with the 30mph limit. This was discussed and disputed by Parish Councillors, who believe that the data may be misleading due to the average speeds being reduced by traffic emerging from junctions at Templeside and High Street. It was agreed to try to set up a village Speedwatch group (Cllr. Prescott to lead) and to forward a letter to KCC Cllr. Beaney detailing the issues, declined proposals, and concerns in order that he may discuss with his KCC Highways contact.
c) August Crime update. PC Chenery reported that there were 49 calls to the Police from Temple Ewell in August; these were mainly either reporting road traffic incidents or civil disputes. There had been further anti-social behaviour incidents at Kearsney Station and Kearsney Abbey (River). There have been reports of several parked vehicles being “keyed” in Templeside on the weekend of 7/8 October.
d) KCC delays in undertaking remedial work. KCC have advised that a combination of poor weather conditions, staff shortages and pressure on budgets are responsible for delays in attending to non-urgent work. 
2324/083. Planning Applications and Decisions. 
Decisions: 23/01033 & 23/1034 erection of an agricultural barn with a new access road, Pond Nursery, London Road, Temple Ewell. As a result of DDC refusing to further extend the consultation period to enable the Parish Council Planning Committee to meet with the applicant to discuss issues raised at the previous full Parish Council meeting, objections were submitted advising that clarity was required from the applicant. DDC have subsequently refused both applications citing the issues raised by Temple Ewell Parish Council and concern regarding possible contamination of the nearby River Dour watercourse from fuel & chemicals.
Applications: 23/01240 Felling and pruning of multiple trees at Kearsney Manor, Alkham Road, Temple Ewell. No objection to be raised given existing knowledge of many of the dead/dying trees.
2324/084. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for September 2023. Approval proposed by Cllr. Prescott and seconded by Cllr. Ms. Horton. Unanimously approved.
2324/085. Any other business.

a) Request for an additional Defibrillator to be located at Target Firs. This was declined on the basis that the current defibrillator at Players” Corner is readily accessible, and there is no public building within Target Firs to which a defibrillator could be affixed. 
b) Request from Temple Ewell Newsletter for a Grant of £650. This was unanimously approved.
c) Appearance of embankment on corner of High Street/London Road (near to Lorna’s Hairdressers). Cllrs. Lynch, Mrs Price & Mrs Newington will be meeting on Thursday 2 November with Village Handyman Nigel Newington & local horticultural expert Bob Newington to review options for planting in this area, which may well be dependant on the sub-soil content. 
d) Royal British Legion. It was agreed that in addition to the £47.50 payment for the two remembrance wreaths, a donation of £12.50 would be made to the RBL Poppy Appeal.

e) Street display featuring names of those on the War Memorials. A suggestion had been received to mirror what has been displayed in a village in Derbyshire in terms of very large poppy’s attached to street furniture. This would require permission from KCC Highways, however it was felt that the wreaths, war memorials, and RBL Tommy statue were sufficient acknowledge for remembrance within the village.

f) Untidyness of land near to Mill Street/High Street junction. It was agreed that the Chairman would send a letter to the landowner asking for the plot to be kept tidy.

g) Possible resignation of Cllr. Mrs End. Cllr. Mrs End advised that she is considering ending her long-term role as a Parish Councillor and would advise her final decision in due course.

h) Application to Cllr. Beaney for a County Members Grant. Projects to be considered for funding include a replacement traffic speed monitoring device, Speedwatch equipment, and plants for the proposed tidying of the embankment near to Lorna’s Hairdressers.
i) Parish Council vacancies. It was agreed to advertise for new councillors on the Parish Council social media sites, in the TE Newsletter and via Temple Ewell Primary School (parents).   
Meeting closed at 9.36 pm.
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