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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 30 July 2024, commencing at 7.15pm
2425/048 Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, Dr M Parks, C Lynch, G Mousley, A Bateman, S Wilson.
In attendance: Clerk, and 4 members of the public.
2425/049. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Mrs K Marsh, D Prescott.
2425/050. Declarations of Interest. Cllr. Bateman re Agenda item 11 (Minutes item 2425/059).
2425/051. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 25 June 2024. Proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. Unanimously approved as a true record. 
2425/052. Chairman’s announcement. Cllr. Mousley advised that he will be moving out of Temple Ewell on 2 August but is happy to continue in his role for up to 6 months until a replacement can be found.
2425/053. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. 
A small group of villagers expressed concern at the lack of action from Dover District Council in relation to the failure of the developers to complete the landscaping at Forge Villas & Kyle Court adjacent to London Road & Watersend. It was explained that DDC are currently investigating the matter (see item 2425/060). The dangers caused by the absence of a footpath in Watersend was also raised, along with frequent near misses seen at the junction of Alkham Road and London Road.

2425/054. Reports from Dover District Councillors. No Report received.
2425/055. Report from County Councillor David Beaney. No report received.
2425/056. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – Cllr. Mrs Newington & the Clerk will undertake a visit during August to decide the winners of the “best kept” and “best newcomer” plots annual awards. 
Events – The village footpath walk is scheduled for Sunday 6 October; Clerk to book village hall & Cllr. Mrs Newington to speak to Temple Ewell WI re post event catering. A Band is still being sought for the Christmas Lights event on Sunday 1 December; Chairman & Clerk to investigate sourcing a Choir as an alternative.
Finance – A summary of Quarter 1 Income & Expenditure versus Budget revealed overall expenditure was 0.03% over budget and income via the DDC Precept was 2% higher than anticipated.
Social Media – Facebook – top 2 posts since the last meeting were Police seeking witnesses to an assault on a child in River (1341) and Dog Waste left in litter bins at King Georges Playing Field (177). The Website has 149 views in July so far compared with 163 in June.
Planning – The Committee did not review any applications since the last full Parish Council meeting.
2425/057. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Highways Improvement Plan. KCC have advised of delays in responding due to staff being seconded to a special project. The KCC Transportation Plan is unlikely to have any impact on Temple Ewell albeit improvements to the Alkham Valley Road at Hawkinge are proposed. The Chairman & Clerk attended a meeting with Alkham & Hawkinge Parish Councils on 25 July to try to focus KCC Highways on improvements to the Alkham Valley Road to include a possible weight restriction of 7.5 tonnes and re-alignment/improvements to the Alkham Road/London Road junction at Kearsney.
b) Licensing Agreement for the maintenance of the embankment adjacent to Lorna’s Hairdressers. KCC have been chased multiple times regarding approval without a response. A formal complaint has now been lodged with a response promised by 6 August.
c) Asda Foundation Grant application. This was made on 21 July for funding to help undertake drainage and surfacing improvement works to Dragon Wood Car Park; a decision is expected by 13 September. In the meantime, a budget of £1000 was approved for a drainage survey to be completed.
d) Repairs to CCTV system. It was agreed to get Guardian Security to replace the damaged wifi devices that enable CCTV coverage of the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul at a cost of £1287.60.
e) Historic Village sign repairs. DDC advise that refurbishment work should commence in early August.
f) Kent Police crime data for May revealed 11 reported crimes in Temple Ewell which included 3 items of Criminal Damage/Anti-Social Behaviour at Kearsney Station.
2425/058. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. 
24/00028 Installation of Communications Pole, junction of Green Lane & Target Firs – Granted.

24/00491 Erection of first floor side extension, 92 Templeside, Temple Ewell – Granted.
2425/059. Planning Applications from Dover District Council.

24/00692 Erection of a rear extension, 75 Templeside, Temple Ewell – no objection to be raised.
24/00785 Erection of a garden room/office, 14 Watersend, Temple Ewell – no objection to be raised.

2425/060. Planning Enforcement notifications. DDC are investigating the following:
a) ENF/24/00213 Incomplete landscaping at Forge Villas, London Road, Temple Ewell.
b) ENF/24/00178 Erection of porch, 2 Church Hill, Temple Ewell (corner of Brookside)

      DDC have concluded their investigation relating to the following:
c) ENF/24/00187 Erection of fencing adjoining Pond Close Nursery, London Road, Temple Ewell. DDC have responded advising that although there is a technical breach of planning regulations it is only minor, and they propose to take no formal action. However, it was reported that barbed-Wire has now been added to the top of the fencing which may be in breach of Section 164 of the Highways Act 1980 due to the proximity to the public highway and associated footpath. Clerk to advise DDC.
2425/061. Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for June 2024. These were proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks and seconded by Cllr. Lynch and unanimously approved.
2425/062. Safeguarding Policy. This policy was proposed by Cllr. Bateman & seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington and subsequently unanimously approved.
2425/063. Any other business.

a) The Clerk advised that he would be on annual leave from 10-17 August.
b) Illegal parking on the Zig-Zag lines next to the Zebra Crossing in Kearsney was again prevalent; Clerk to contact DDC and PC Chris Bates to try to improve enforcement and reduce danger.

c) The Defibrillator at Players’ Corner had recently been removed for use. Clerk to promote ease of use on Parish Council Website and seek to add an article in the Temple Ewell Newsletter.

d) The footpath linking Church Hill and Lower Road was again overgrown. Clerk to contact KCC and Network Rail to get the vegetation cut-back.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.26pm.
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