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TEMPLE EWELL







 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 29 October 24, commencing at 7.15pm
2425/083.Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, Dr M Parks, G Mousley, S Wilson, C Lynch, A Bateman, 

D Prescott. In attendance: Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public.
2425/084. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. E Haste & M Bowman.
2425/085. Declarations of Interest. None.
2425/086. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 25 September 2024. Proposed by Cllr.Mousley and seconded by Cllr. Wilson. Unanimously approved as a true record. 
2425/087 Chairman’s announcements. None.
2425/088. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. No issues were raised.
2425/089. Reports from Dover District Councillors. None received.
2425/090. Report from County Councillor David Beaney. Nothing received.
2425/091. Request for Grant of £500 from Temple Ewell Newsletter. Following a brief discussion thanks were passed to the Newsletter representatives for the continued interesting and useful content provided to villagers via the monthly newsletter. Grant approval proposed by Cllr. Prescott and seconded by Cllr. Bateman; unanimously approved.

2425/092. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – AGM held on Sunday 6 October; committee re-elected en-bloc. Allotments committee agreed to seek funding for extending the tarmac driveway up to the main entrance of the allotments. 
Events The Village Footpath Walk scheduled for Sunday 6 October was attended by a dozen people. Special thanks to Temple Ewell WI for providing the excellent post-walk afternoon tea.
Preparations for the Christmas Lights Event. The key personnel have all agreed attendance. Parish Clerk to lead the organisation of the event on the day with assistance from several parish councillors. Tree & Lights to be put in place several days before the event as usual.
VE Day 80th anniversary celebrations for Thursday 8 May 2025. The national celebration plans are like those of the D-Day celebrations earlier this year culminating in the late evening lighting of the beacon. It was agreed that liaison would take place with Temple Ewell Primary School with a view to organising a linked event in the afternoon.
Finance – The Quarter 2 Budget v Actual income & expenditure summary was reviewed. Income was at 73% of budget and expenditure 37% with only the CCTV camera repairs exceeding anticipated budget.
The date for the Finance Committee to review and set the 2025/26 Budget & Precept was set for 4pm on Friday 15 November. Cllrs. Parks, Lynch & Wilson agreed to attend.
Social Media – Facebook – the top 3 posts since the last meeting were forthcoming roadworks (567), refurbishment of the play area (324) & The Village Footpath Walk (208). The website had seen 271 visits in October continuing the steady rise in engagement over the past 6 months.
Planning There were no applications reviewed between this and the previous Parish Council Meeting. 
2425/093. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Highways Improvement Plan. KCC have agreed to the installation of “No HGV” signage on London Road, near to Templeside. They have also advised that plans to improve the Alkham Road/London Road junction are not feasible. It was agreed to raise this issue with Dover District Council as it is included within the Local Plan. A response on traffic calming measures for London Road is still awaited.
b) Licensing Agreement for the maintenance of the embankment adjacent to Lorna’s Hairdressers. KCC have confirmed that the revised plan is acceptable, however we are still awaiting the formal issue of the Licence.
c) Dragon Wood Car Park. The drainage survey was carried out on 25 October. Cllr. Bateman advised that the survey revealed a chalk base from 300mm depth and that the proposed drainage system should have a significant positive impact. An estimate for the works will be obtained by Cllr. Bateman.
d) Local Police & Crime Report. Neighbourhood PC Chris Bates has been moved on to another role and his replacement has yet to be advised. 8 Crimes were reported in August. Councillors wish to understand the significance of the growing number of violent crimes; the new Neighbourhood PC is to be invited to attend a parish council meeting at the earliest opportunity to discuss.
e) The Railway Bell development – Section 106 funding. DDC will review our request for £11K to cover the playground refurbishment and repainting of lines on the net ball court on 4 November. This leaves around £2.5K to be allocated for installation of a short tarmac path behind the netball court. Cllr. Bateman agreed to survey the area and to seek estimates for work.
2425/094. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. 
22/01381– Side & rear extensions at Ivybank Residential Home, Wellington Road – Granted.
24/00805 - 2 storey rear extension at 12 Templar Road, Temple Ewell – Granted.
24/00927 – First floor side extension at 44 Kearsney Avenue, Temple Ewell – Granted.
2425/095. Planning Applications from Dover District Council - None received.
2425/096. Planning Enforcement notifications. 
ENF/24/00187 Erection of fencing adjoining Pond Close Nursery, London Road, Temple Ewell. DDC have re-iterated that enforcement action should be proportionate to the breach of planning control and therefore it was considered neither proportionate nor expedient to pursue formal action in this matter.
It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the legality of the change of land usage and speak with the landowner to see whether the barbed wire could be removed to improve safety.
ENF/24/00178 Erection of porch at 2 Church Hill. KCC advise that there is a dispute regarding land ownership and that the case is ongoing.
ENF/24/00213 Incomplete landscaping at Forge Villas, London Road. No update available from DDC at present.
Planning Enforcement (or lack of) by DDC was discussed at the recent Dover Area KALC Meeting with many Parish Councils concerned at the lack of action from DDC. The issue is on the Agenda for the Town & Parish Councils meeting with Dover District Council on 28 November.

2425/097. Approval of payments & Bank reconciliation for September 2024. These were proposed by Cllr. Mousley and seconded by Cllr.Prescott and unanimously approved.
2425/098. Establishment of a Speedwatch Group. Cllrs. Prescott, Wilson & Parks agreed to setting up a Speedwatch group to monitor traffic speed on London Road in the hope of reducing the number of speeding vehicles and improve safety in the centre of the village. Clerk to liaise with other Parish Councils and Kent Police in relation to setting up the group.
2425/099. Any other business.

a) The Clerk was asked to review the 20mph signage and roundels on Lower Road as it was understood the speed limit reminders should be in place every 200m; it is possible some of the roundels may require re-marking.

b) There is a continuing issue of somebody regularly placing a large plastic shopping bag of dog waste in the litter bin near to the entrance to King George V Playing Field in Brookside. It was agreed that an amended sign be placed on this bin reminding people that dog waste must only be placed in the dedicated red bin by the entrance gates, and that CCTV coverage is in place and that action will be taken if this occurs again. A reminder will be placed on social media and in the Newsletter.
c) A meeting had been held immediately prior to the Parish Council meeting with Emma-Jane Allen, Head of Parks, Open Spaces & Countryside at DDC to discuss the proposed £525K improvements to be made to Kearsney Abbey & Russell Gardens. A budget of £100K has been allocated towards improvements to the play area at Kearsney Abbey (likely to be in place by Spring 2026), with the balance to be spent on repairs to the bridges and boathouse at Russell Gardens. Additional funding is being sought by DDC to add to these improvements; Councillors advised that the fact that Kearsney Abbey was within River Parish and that significant parish council funds are being held to support other major projects within the village, there would be no funding available to support these DDC projects.
It was however agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the new Principal Open Spaces Officer and Volunteer Group leader in relation improved maintenance at Russell Gardens.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.46.pm.
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