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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 28 January 2025, commencing at 7.15pm
2425/117. Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, Dr M Parks, S Wilson, C Lynch, A Bateman, E Haste,
D Prescott, M Bowman, Mrs L Schoeb. In attendance: Parish Clerk, PC D Ansley, 1 member of the public.
2425/118. Apologies for absence: None received.
2425/119. Declarations of Interest. Cllr. Mrs Newington re agenda item 20. Cllr. Bateman re agenda item 12.
2425/120. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 26 November 2024. Proposed by Cllr. Bateman and seconded by Cllr. Bowman. Unanimously approved as a true record. 
2425/121. Co-option of Laetitia Schoeb. The meeting unanimously agreed to co-op Mrs Schoeb to the Council; she duly signed a declaration of eligibility & co-option. 
2425/122 Chairman’s announcements. Cllr. Dr. Parks advised that he had attended a KALC meeting earlier in the day which confirmed that KCC had applied for the first wave of Unitary Authority Devolution. If this were to go ahead, then Kent County Council, Medway Council and all District Councils would be replaced by several new Unitary Authorities. Mayors for each new authority would be elected with the aim to establish the authorities by 2027. One of the potential impacts is that some assets may be transferred to Town & Parish Councils. As further information is received on this significant organisational change, it will be shared with all Councillors. 
2425/123. PC David Ansley. The new Neighbourhood Beat Officer covers an area from Crabble through to Barham, as well as being involved with Town Centre policing. He advised that he had already dealt with motor & quad bikers on Scotland Common with some Section 59 warnings issued, meaning that if they are caught trespassing again, they risk having their bikes confiscated.  Clarification was provided around several violent/sexual offences reported in the village confirming that the majority are either domestic or online offences representing little or no danger to the general public. He hopes to attend a Parish Council meeting once a quarter.
2425/124. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. A gentleman complained that the Parish Council were unelected and that it was a breach of democracy. It was explained to him again that as there were less nominated Councillors than the 12 positions available, there was no requirement to hold an election. This was confirmed by Dover District Council and an appropriate notice (a copy of which had previously been sent to him) was displayed on both Council noticeboards within the village. The gentleman was advised that if he wished to complain regarding the election process then he needed to contact the Elections Officer at DDC.
2425/125. Reports from Dover District Councillors. None received.
2425/126. Report from County Councillor David Beaney. No report received.
2425/127. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – No report.
Events – Thanks were given to those who assisted with the well-attended Christmas Lights event. It was noted that some issues with the tree lights required fixing in advance of this year’s event. Cllr. Dr Parks provided some updated information regarding VE Day celebrations and in addition to the Beacon lighting and associated national celebrations, it was agreed to run a VE Day linked competition at Temple Ewell Primary School with a budget of £300. The only suggestion was that the prizes should be non-gender specific rather than one for girls and one for boys. The school will be advised of this suggested amendment. Cllr. Bowman has offered to help organise a Community Easter Egg Hunt (date to be confirmed). A budget of £200 for Easter Egg prizes was agreed.
Finance – A summary of the actual against budgeted costs as of 31 December 2024 was produced by the Clerk indicating costs at 67% of the annual budget and income at 106%. No queries were raised.
Social Media – Facebook had 1594 views in the last month, 1389 of those viewed the Speedwatch Group recruitment page. Viewing of the Website pages increased from 237 in November to 243 in December & 381 so far in January. Cllr. Bowman agreed to take over from ex-Cllr. Mrs Marsh as the Council lead on social media.
Planning - Application 24/01256 refurbishment of bridge & boathouse at Russell Gardens, Alkham Road was reviewed by the committee and no objections raised.
2425/128. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Highways Improvement Plan. The “No HGV” has been installed by KCC at the bottom of Templeside on the Canterbury side of the junction. KCC have confirmed that they are in the process of scheduling the repainting of the 20mph roundels on Lower Road.
b) KCC have now approved the Licensing Agreement 9reference CUL0098) for the maintenance of the embankment and a variety of bulbs have been planted with the aim of brightening up the embankment in the Spring.
c) Dragon Wood Car Park. DB Works have provided a quotation of £34,462 +VAT for completion of the drainage & re-surfacing works. The revised quotation sees the originally proposed kerbs around the top & side edges of the tarmac surface replaced by a cheaper form of block. Trial holes need to be made to establish the depth of the existing base. Proposed by Cllr. Lynch & Seconded by Cllr. Prescott. It was unanimously agreed to proceed with this quotation.
d) Local Police & Crime Report. November data revealed 4 crimes in the village (a robbery at Kearsney Station, a theft in Riverside & a Violent/Sexual & Public Order Offences at Templeside). 4 crimes were reported in Lydden 7 13 in River.
e) King George V Playing Field. A revised proposal for improvements on the area immediately behind the netball court was discussed. The suggested use of artificial grass on the embankment was considered a potential problem given recently highlighted health issues surrounding such materials. It was agreed to discuss again at the next meeting with the aim of getting the work completed during the school summer holidays.  
f) Road obstruction and hygiene issues relating to St.Michael’s Care Home waste bins. Pressure from residents, Councillors and the Parish Council on DDC & KCC have seen this issue resolved.
2425/129 Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. None.
2425/130. Planning Applications from Dover District Council

a) 25/00014 -Two storey side extension, 1 Laburnum Close, Kearsney. No objections to be raised.
2425/131 Planning Enforcement notifications. 
ENF/24/00178 Erection of porch at 2 Church Hill. KCC have a meeting with the homeowner during the week commencing 3 February. 
ENF/24/00213 Incomplete landscaping at Forge Villas, London Road. DDC investigation is ongoing but unlikely to produce a positive result.
ENF/24/00348 Erection of metal fence & CCTV cameras at Kearsney Campsite, Kearsney Avenue. These installations were undertaken by KCC who own the land with a view to reducing the likelihood of trespass or fly-tipping pending the sale of the land.
2425/132 Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for November & December 2024. These were proposed by Cllr. Mrs Newington and seconded by Cllr. Wilson and unanimously approved.
2425/133. Establishment of a Speedwatch Group. A site meeting was held with Kent Police on 13 January, however a minimum of 2 additional volunteers is required before the group can be established. Three additional volunteers have since agreed to join the group. Kent Police will be contacted to arrange Online training and initial on-site training. 
2425/134 Nominations for Kent Association of Local Councils Community Award 2024. Despite Social Media publication and over 200 viewings, no nomination suggestions have been received. The meeting unanimously agreed to nominate former Parish Councillor for many years’ service, Mrs Lynda End.
2425/135. Pruning of trees in Dragon Wood. A resident of Downhill Close has expressed concerns regarding the possible collapsed of two large trees on to his property. The smaller of the two trees has been pruned by Bob Newington, however the much larger tree will require work undertaken by a professional tree surgeon. Councillors provided several local Tree Surgeon options from which to obtain quotations.
2425/136. King George V Playing Field Dog Waste issue. There continues to be illegal abuse of the litter bin near the bottom of the field, with a shopping bag full of dog waste being deposited on a regular basis. It was agreed to relocate the litter bin further up the field enabling better CCTV coverage. DDC have agreed to replace the dog waste bin immediately out the playing field gates with a much larger bin.
2425/137. King George V Playing Field Play Equipment Safety Audit. This was completed at the beginning of January and medium risk and low risk issues identified. The Clerk will oversee the resolution of the 4 medium Risk issues and review the Low-Risk issues in the Spring.
2425/138. Amendments to Village Handyman tasks and working hours. It was unanimously agreed to amend the tasks and increase weekly working hours from 5 to 6 with effect from April 2025.
2425/139. Any other business.

a) There has been an unattended van parked on London Road for several weeks. The Clerk advised that this is currently legally parked, however the MOT expires on 31 January 2025. If not renewed by this date the vehicle will be reported to the DVLA.
b) Despite the small extension to the double yellow lines on London Road, a right turn out of Watersend remains dangerous due to the lack of room to wait to overtake parked cars. It was agreed to add this issue to the Highways Improvement Plan which is due for discussion with KCC again in May.
.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.06pm.
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