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TEMPLE EWELL



    TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ      Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.Com       Website: templeewellpc.world
    Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council.  Twitter:@ewellpc

Minutes of meeting held Tuesday 30 January 2024 commencing 7.15pm
2324/099 Present: Cllrs. Mrs A Newington, G Mousley, M Bowman, Dr. M Parks, Ms R Horton, D Prescott & C Lynch. In attendance, Clerk, PC Bates & 5 members of public.

2324/100 Apologies for absence: Cllr. Mrs Marsh.

2324/101 Declarations of interest: None.
2324/102 Approval of Minutes in relation to the meeting held 28 November 2023. The minutes were unanimously approved and adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks & Seconded by D Prescott.

2324/103 Chairman’s Announcements. Cllr. Mousley introduced Martin Bowman who has been co-opted to the Council. Cllr. Bowman duly completed the Acceptance of Office form.

2324/104 Adjournment of the meeting to receive comments and questions from parishioners.

Two representatives of the applicant for planning permission to construct an agricultural barn and new access at Pond Close Nursery, London Road sought to give further information about their application. They were advised that the Council had not yet been notified by DDC of the application (24/00080). A brief discussion took place and it was agreed that the Planning Sub-Committee would arrange a site meeting with the applicants once the details of the application have been received.

Two parishioners raised the issue of badly parked cars at the bottom of Templar Road that would cause difficulty for emergency services access, and DDC waste collections. It was agreed that Cllr. Mousley would speak with Kent Fire & Rescue on this matter, and that the Clerk would arrange for a letter to be issued to nearby residents asking them to park responsibly, and that if the issue continued, the Parish Council may have to consider requesting that Double Yellow Lines are installed.  Similar issues have been reported at the bottom of Brookside, near to the entrance to the playing field, and at the junction of Mill Lane & High Street. Temple Ewell Primary School have issued a reminder to parents & carers regarding illegal parking and have suggested that the yellow zig-zag lines are repainted. Clerk to contact DDC.

Temple Ewell Primary School PTFA have requested agreement in principle to host a weekend summer Boot Fayre at King George V Playing Field. The most significant issue highlighted was that of parking and the difficult access route. Cllr. Mousley who has experience of facilitating such events has agreed to contact Mrs Price from the PTFA to discuss options and requirements.

2324/105 Report from PC Chris Bates. PC Bates is the new Neighbourhood Police Officer who covers Temple Ewell as well as several nearby parishes. He will now regularly visit the village and endeavour to attend public events in the village. The Clerk reported on the Dover Police CSU meeting held on 18 December 2023 at which it was advised that Violent Crime and Robbery was down by 10% on the previous year and that solved crimes had risen from 9.5% to 22.3%. Anti-Social behaviour was down 5%. There are currently 7 beat officers in the district with 5 more positions being advertised.

Three people have recently received fines and Driving Licence points for illegally parking on the Zig-Zag lines at the Kearsney Zebra Crossing and a lorry parked on London Road had been broken into overnight on 18-19 January and boxes of furniture stolen.
2324/106 District Councillors reports: None received.

2324/107 County Councillor’s report: Nothing received.

2324/108 Reports from Committees:

Allotments – no report (next meeting at the end of March)

Events – The Christmas Lights Event was a success despite having to change location. The Council are extremely grateful to the Village Hall for allowing free use at very short notice. It was agreed that the Clerk should try to arrange the booking of a Brass Band or similar well in advance of this year’s event.

The Council has been asked to join a national celebration event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day on 6 June. It was agreed that this and consideration of an additional summer event be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Finance – The Clerk produced a summary of Income (97%) & Expenditure (67%) as at 31 December 2023. Other than a few small overspends on subscriptions and utilities due to above inflation price increases, and an overspend on the Christmas Event due to the purchase of a Snow Machine, the Clerk was confident that the end of year outcome would be within budget overall.

Social Media - Clerk reported that statistics for the website were now available with 306 views in November & 188 in December. Facebook viewing statistics were not currently available due to an IT issue.

Planning – The committee reviewed an application from Ivybank Residential Home at Wellington Road for a two -storey side extension. An objection was submitted on the basis of lack of parking for the additional staff and visitors that this extension would bring.

2324/109 Reports from the Clerk:

a) Illegally parked van at Dragon Wood Car Park. The father of the owner had now made contact and agreed to the removal of the van no later than 31 March 2024. It was agreed to install signage at the car park to include mention of “No Camping”. Clerk to arrange purchase of signs.

b) Highways Improvement Plan. Despite being given contact details for the local area Highways Manager by Cllr. Beaney, no response has been made (other local councils have had a similar experience). Clerk to chase again and if neccessary contact the Cabinet Member responsible for Highways. There had been no responses regarding the establishment of a Speedwatch Group; Clerk to request advertisement in next addition of TE News.

c) Surface Water Flooding at Temple Close. This has occurred 7 times since October 2023, with many gardens and two houses flooded and a large lake of water forming at the end of the close. The water appears to flow from Singledge Lane in Whitfield across the A2 and down into Temple Ewell via Green Lane and Target Firs. KCC have responsibility for these issues and after much investigative work by the Clerk, a formal complaint has been made to the Chairman of KCC Flood Risk & Water Management Committee regarding blocked drains and the poor response to dealing with this issue.

Clerk to chase KCC again as the promised drain clearance has still not been undertaken.

d) Rural England Prosperity Fund Grant re Dragon Wood Car Park. This funding is managed by DDC who have confirmed match funding of up to £20K for the refurbishment of the car park with the work to be completed within 6 months. Clerk to contact an engineer regarding proposed site drainage and then arrange revised quotation for drainage installation and resurfacing. 

e) Section 137 Expenditure Limit 2024/25. This has been increased to £10.81 per resident, meaning that the Council may allocated funding to third party organisations up to just under £13K.

2324/110 Planning Decision by DDC. None.

2324/111 Planning Applications discussed:

24/00032-single storey extension at Ash Tree House, Egerton Road, Temple Ewell. No objection to be made.

24/00071- provision of a rear first floor balcony at 9 Target Firs, Temple Ewell. No objection to be made.

2324/112 Approval of Payments & Bank Reconciliation for November & December 2023.Approval proposed by Cllr. Dr Parks and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.

2324/113 Purchase of Ms. Middlebrook memorial bench. It was agreed that a 4- seat teak bench be purchased at an estimated cost of £950 to be installed at King George V Playing Field in the Spring; precise location to be agreed following a site meeting.

2324/114 King George V Playing Field maintenance contract. 6 tenders were sought with only 2 quotations received. It was agreed to continue with the existing contractor Idverde for a further year.

2324/115 King George V Play Equipment Safety inspection report. The report undertaken in early January gave a risk rating of “Moderate” and highlighted several issues with rotting timber and ineffective grass safety matting. It was agreed that various items of equipment be replaced or refurbished at an estimated cost of £11,224 plus replacement bridge timbers as required. Funding for these works should be available from the Section 106 monies due shortly from the Railway Bell redevelopment. It was agreed that the best time for these works to be completed would be during the school summer holidays.

2324/116 Improvements to the roadside embankment adjacent to Lorna’s Hairdressers. Cllr. Beaney has agreed a £750 KCC Members grant towards this project and the application has now been submitted. Discussions took place regarding plans submitted by Cllr. Lynch and a revised version suggested by Bob Newington who was thanked for his input. It was agreed to submit the proposal plan from Cllr. Lynch to KCC with the Licence application to take over maintenance of this piece of land. Cllr. Lynch has agreed to oversee the management of this project; it is proposed that Village Handyman, Nigel Newington will maintain the embankment as part of his role.

2324/117 Any other business:

a) Great Britain Spring Clean Campaign. This is to run from 15 to 31 March. DDC have agreed to assist in terms of providing equipment and collecting rubbish sacks if required. Given that this is part of the Handyman’s role, it was felt that no additional Parish Council involvement was necessary. The Council is aware that such activities have in the past been undertaken by Branching Out members, and a suggestion was made to consider the section of London Road towards Lydden if this activity was to be undertaken. Clerk to liaise with Branching Out.

b) Dog Excrement on the footpath above the Madeline Watson Allotments. This is once again an issue; Clerk to contact DDC to request a one-off cleansing.

c) Temple Ewell Primary School – Floodlight environmental damage. These lights appear to be on all night, and have an adverse impact on the environment within the village. Clerk to contact the school to see if this issue can be mitigated.

d) Players’ Corner. Cllr. Mrs Newington advised that tulip and daffodil bulbs had been planted which should hopefully enhance the early spring views at this location.

e) Cllr. Ms Horton advised that she would shortly be leaving the Parish Council as she is moving to Sandwich. She was thanked for her years of service to the local community. Clerk to advise DDC.

f) A resident adjacent to the Railway Bell development has experience damage to his border fencing and enquired if the Parish Council were able to assist in getting it repaired. He will be referred to the DDC Planning department who oversee these matters.

Meeting closed at 9.40pm

Confirmed as a true & accurate record:   G C Mousley ………………………………………....27/2/2024

                                                                 Chairman 

