
[image: image1.png]< W
TEMPLE EWELL



 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Wednesday 25 September, commencing at 7.15pm
The meeting was preceded by the presentation of the annual awards for the Madeline Watson Allotments. Best Newcomer: Pradasht Rashid, Best Kept plots: Cheryl James, Ted Wyborn, Avis Upton & Trevor Barlow. 
2425/064 Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, Dr M Parks, G Mousley, S Wilson, M Bowman.
In attendance: County Cllr. Beaney, Clerk, and 6 members of the public.
2425/065. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. D Prescott, A Bateman, C Lynch.
2425/066. Declarations of Interest. None.
2425/067. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 30 July 2024. Proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks and seconded by Cllr. Wilson. Unanimously approved as a true record. 
2425/068 Chairman’s announcement. Cllr. Mousley advised that having now moved away from the village he wished to step down as Chairman but would remain on the Parish Council until the end of 2024 in order to ensure a smooth handover. Cllr. Dr. Parks was unanimously elected as the new Chairman and duly signed the acceptance of office form. He thanked Cllr. Mousley for his excellent service to the Council over many years.
2425/069. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. No issues were raised.
2425/070 Co-option of Edward Haste. Mr. Haste was unanimously co-opted to the Parish Council. 
2425/071. Reports from Dover District Councillors.
Cllr. Beaney reported the following:

The Dover Beacon project in Bench Street had been delayed due to the excavation of some historic remains. The Local Plan had been approved by the Planning Inspectorate and is due to go for final approval by Dover District Council in mid-October. 
Planning application meetings have been postponed until the changes in policies instigated by the new Government are clarified. 
The £19M refurbishment of Tides Leisure Centre in Deal has been approved. 
The opening of the Dover Fasttrack Bus Service has again been delayed with no start date or reasons for the further delays provided.
2425/072. Report from County Councillor David Beaney. 
New Dover & Deal MP, Mike Tapp has attended a number of local Parish Council Meetings.

KCC Mental Health Day will be held on 10 October.

KCC are now pursuing private landowners who fail to cut back hedges blocking footpaths and roads and will take legal action in no action is taken by the landowner when requested.

The KCC Transportation Plan is available, and comments can be made in relation to the plan online.

Eurotunnel is ready to meet the new Border Controls that come into force in mid-November, albeit they have reduced their capacity to transport coaches. Dover Port is now infilling the Granville Dock to create more space for waiting vehicles. The pre-Christmas period is likely to be the first occasion that potential delays and impact on travel around Dover could occur. 
2425/073. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – AGM to be held on Sunday 6 October at 10.30am. 
Events The Village Footpath Walk scheduled for Sunday 6 October commencing at 1pm. It was agreed that a donation of £80 would be made to Temple Ewell WI for providing the post-walk catering.

Steve Yarrow has confirmed that the Pharos Chamber Choir will attend the Christmas Lights Event. It was agreed that the Christmas Tree should be chosen prior to delivery to ensure we receive a suitable tree.
Finance – No report.
Social Media – Facebook – the top 2 posts since the last meeting were Illegal parking near Courtland Drive, Kearsney (299) & forthcoming roadworks (271). The website had seen 174 visits in July & 197 in August.
Planning The Committee reviewed the following applications where no objections or comments were made:
24/00809 – erection of a 2-storey rear extension at Dour House, 14 Lower Road, Temple Ewell.

24/00805 – erection of a 2-storey rear/side extension at 12 Templar Road, Temple Ewell.

2425/074. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Highways Improvement Plan. KCC have offered to pay for the installation of an “unsuitable for HGVs” sign on London Road, near to the junction with Templeside. The proposed speed tables and improvements to the London Road/Alkham Road junction were still to be discussed by the KCC design team. Cllr. Beaney agreed to chase KCC for a response.
b) Licensing Agreement for the maintenance of the embankment adjacent to Lorna’s Hairdressers. KCC Soft Landscapes Team have advised that a survey costing £400 is required to ensure that no utility service pipes/cables would be endangered by the planting of shrubs in this area. Additionally, a 1m grass perimeter was required along with a maximum plant height of 400mm. Given these restrictions and additional costs it was agreed that the Parish Council would seek to take over maintenance but leave the area as a wildflower meadow with the additional planting of Spring bulbs – budget £100.
c) The Annual Governance & Accountability return has now been audited and no significant issues raised apart from the change of email & website address (see below)
d) Change of Email & Website address to Gov.uk. This is required to improve data security. Our current website provider, Hugofox have indicated that they will shortly be able to provide .Gov.uk domains and email addresses free of charge. It was agreed to accept the Hugofox offer. 
e) Repairs to CCTV system at Church of St.Peter & St.Paul. Guardian Security have undertaken the replacement of the damaged wifi devices which was completed today.
f) King George V playground – the refurbishment work has now been completed by Caledonia Play.
g) Dragon Wood Car Park improvements. Following a site meeting Cllr. Bateman had provided a detailed plan for the car park layout and drainage system. A soakage test is now required to establish the drainage requirements. Cllr. Beaney may be able to provide a Grant of £800 towards the cost.
h) Kent Police crime data for July revealed 8 reported crimes in Temple Ewell which included 6 items of Violence/Sexual offences and 2 of Criminal Damage/Arson. It was agreed to invite PC Bates to the next Council meeting to see if additional information regarding the seriousness of these crimes is available.
i) The Railway Bell development – Section 106 funding. DDC has advised that the sum of £13,116.81 has been received and now require full details as to how the monies will be spent on refurbishing the Netball Court & play area at King George V Playing Field. 
2425/075. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. 
24/00692 – Single storey rear extension to 75 Templeside, Temple Ewell – Granted
23/01097 - Dwelling & Garage on land S.W. of Yamaga, The Avenue, Temple Ewell – Granted

24/00785 – Erection of a garden room/office at 14 Watersend, Temple Ewell - Granted
2425/076 Planning Applications from Dover District Council.

24/00927- First Floor side extension at 44 Kearsney Avenue, Temple Ewell. No objection or comments.
24/00420 – Erection of single storey conservatory & front porch at The Stables, Bushy Ruff, Alkham Road, Temple Ewell. No objection or comments to be raised.
2425/077. Planning Enforcement notifications. 
ENF/24/00187 Erection of fencing adjoining Pond Close Nursery, London Road, Temple Ewell. DDC, KCC & the Health & Safety Executive have all responded advising that there are no regulations which 
the addition of this fencing has breached. It was agreed to contact DDC to seek a formal planning application from the landowner given the potential adverse impact on the embankment.
ENF/24/00178 Erection of porch at 2 Church Hill. DDC have passed this enforcement action to KCC as the porch has been constructed on land owned by KCC Highways. Clerk to chase KCC for update.

ENF/24/00213 Incomplete landscaping at Forge Villas, London Road. No update received from DDC – Clerk to chase.

2425/078. Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for July & August 2024. These were proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks and seconded by Cllr. Bowman and unanimously approved.
2425/079. Petition to provide 1-hour free parking at all Dover District Council Car Parks. This petition was raised by District Cllr. Daniel Friend (Sandwich & Woodnesbouugh). Although Councillors liked the proposal which may improve traffic flows and benefit local businesses, concern was expressed regarding the potential loss of income and the impact that this may have on other services provided by DDC. Until this impact was known, the Parish Council would be unable to support this petition.
2425/080. Illegal & anti-social parking at various locations in Kearsney and at Target Firs/Green Lane.
The Parish Council had already highlighted these issues on Social Media and there was little else that it could do other than to make DDC Parking Wardens and Dover Police aware. It was thought unlikely that these organisations resources would be sufficient to regularly enforce parking regulations at these locations.
2425/081. Request to use King George V Playing Field for parking on 25 July 2025. It was agreed that this would be permitted for cars only for attendance at a wedding at the neighbouring church providing adequate supervision was in place.
2425/063. Any other business.

a) DDC Annual Town & Parish Councils Meeting. This is to take place on Thursday 28 November at DDC Offices at Whitfield from 6pm. The Clerk and Cllr. Dr. Parks agreed to attend.
b) Concerns were expressed regarding traffic speeds along London Road and to seek a possible reduction in the speed limit to 40mph between Lydden and Temple Ewell; this would have to be added to the Highways Improvement Plan which will not be reviewed by KCC again until next May. In the meantime, Cllr. Prescott is to be contacted to see if a Parish Speedwatch Group can be established in an effort to get drivers to observe the 30mph limit within the village.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.54pm.
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