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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk          
Website: www.TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk    Facebook:Temple Ewell Parish Council  Twitter (X): @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 25 November 2025 commencing at 7.15pm
2526/107. Present: Cllrs. Dr. M Parks, A Bateman, S Wilson, D Prescott, C Lynch, Dr .L Schoeb.
In attendance: Parish Clerk. 
2526/108 Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Bowman, Mrs Newington.
2526/109 Declarations of Interest. None.
2526/110. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 28 October 2025. Proposed by Cllr. Wilson & Seconded by Cllr. Bowman. Approved as a true record. 
2526/111. Chairman’s announcements. None.
2526/112. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. None present, however N Robbins from Temple Ewell Primary School sent an email apologising for not attending and advising that the Tree Guardians Project had begun today and that Councillors would be invited to a guided tour from the children early in the new year. The design of the proposed badges to be funded by the Parish Council is yet to be completed.
2526/113. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – No report.
Events – Christmas Lights Event – 5.30pm Sunday 7 December. Cllr. Mrs Newington had been successful in obtaining a donation towards the Mince Pies from Tesco at Whitfield. The Christmas Tree is to be delivered on 4 December, and it was agreed to meet at 10am on Friday 5 December to put up the tree and associated lights. A local parishioner has also kindly donated some Christmas lights which are suitable for use at Players’ Corner.
Finance – Meeting held 19 November and draft budget for 2026/27 agreed. This was discussed and approved by the full Parish Council. Concern was expressed at the absence of restoration of Reserves to the NALC recommended level; it was agreed to seek funding for the King George V Playing Field embankment area restoration from Dover District Council and other Grant opportunities and the school PTFA which if successful would help restore the Reserves. It was also agreed to move the wages for the Village Handyman from the National Minimum Wage to the Real Living Wage. 
Social Media – Facebook – 323 views of Christmas Lights Event advertisement. Website 257 viewings this month (average also 423 for the last 6 months).
Planning – No applications reviewed since last meeting.
2526/114. Reports from the Clerk.
a) Local Police & Crime report. 4 crimes reported in September (Lydden 2 & River 14). Sexual/Violence crimes reported at Downhill Close & Kearsney Station (2) and Anti-Social Behaviour at Riverside. It was agreed to request PC Ansley to attend the next meeting and to provide more detail on the recent Sexual/Violence Offences that have been reported.
b) London Road Bus Shelter replacement. DDC have confirmed that they have sent an insurance claim which has been acknowledged by Stagecoach.
c) DDC Town & Parish Councils meeting attended by the Chairman & Clerk on 13 November. This featured discussions on Playing Pitch & Outdoor Sports Facilities strategy (survey responded to re King George V Playing Field seeking funding to improve the sports area), Community Governance Review (likely reduction in number of Parish Councillor positions – Temple Ewell may reduce from12 to 8 or 9). There was also an update on the Local Government Reorganisation; public consultations will be held between January and April 2026 with the Government making the decision on the number and areas for new Unitary Authorities by early summer. Subsequently, both DDC and Canterbury City Council have agreed their preferred proposal of 4 Unitary Authorities in Kent, with both of their councils joining Thanet to form one of the new unitary authorities.
d) Fly-tipping at Dragon Wood Car Park. This was reported to DDC who have removed the rubbish and are likely to prosecute somebody from elsewhere in Dover whose details were found amongst the rubbish by our Village Handyman.
e) Removal of parked van at Dragon Wood Car Park. The company that owns the van is now in Liquidation; it’s administrators have been made aware of the van and have agreed to arrange removal. There is also an abandoned van on London Road close to Egerton Road; this has been reported to DDC, and it has recently been removed as it had no tax, insurance or MOT.
2526/115. Planning Applications from Dover District Council. 
a) 25/01187 replacement garage & workshop at 92 London Road, Temple Ewell. It was unanimously agreed that no objection or comments were required for this application.
2526/116. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council.
a) 25/0102 retrospective permission for an outbuilding at 15 Templar Road, Temple Ewell – Granted.
2526/117. Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for October 2025. These were proposed by Cllr. Lynch and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.
2526/118. Repairs to Church Hill Car Park. It was agreed to accept the lower quotation of £1840 + VAT.
2526/119 Any other business.

a) The Kent County Council 4-month period for the removal of the porch at 2 Church Hill, Temple Ewell had very recently expired, and the porch was still in place. Clerk to contact KCC to seek urgent action. 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.10 pm.  Date of next meeting: Tuesday 27 January 2026 at 7.15pm
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