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TEMPLE EWELL



    TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ      Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.Com       Website: templeewellpc.world
    Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council.  Twitter:@ewellpc

Minutes of meeting held Tuesday 26 March 2024 commencing 7.15pm
2324/137 Present: Cllrs. Mrs A Newington, G Mousley, M Bowman, Dr. M Parks,  

D Prescott. In attendance, Clerk & 1 member of the public.

2324/138 Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Mrs K Marsh & C Lynch. County Cllr. D Beaney.
2324/139 Declarations of interest: None.
2324/140 Approval of Minutes in relation to the meeting held 27 February 2024. The minutes were unanimously approved and adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Prescott & Seconded by Cllr. Parks.
2324/141 Chairman’s Announcements. None.
2324/142 Adjournment of the meeting to receive comments and questions from parishioners. Mr Robbins advised that the floodlight at the front of the school facing London Road will be disconnected which should relieve the issue of excessive night-time light pollution. The streetlights nearby may also be an issue; these will be monitored and DDC approached for a solution if required.
2324/143 Co-option of Stuart Wilson & Andy Bateman to the Parish Council. Mr Wilson did not attend the meeting and will be contacted by the Clerk to see if he still wished to join the Parish Council. Mr Andy Bateman did however discuss joining the council immediately before the meeting, and Councillors unanimously agreed that he should be co-opted.
2324/144 District Councillors reports: None received.
2324/145 County Councillor’s report: Nothing received.

2324/146 Election of a Vice-Chairman. No decision was made, albeit Cllr. Parks agreed to chair the upcoming Annual Parish Meeting.
2324/147 Request for a Grant of £350 from the Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance Charity.
A variety of opinions were expressed regarding support to this charity and donating parishioners funding, with varying levels of proposed donation. A compromise of £150 was agreed.
2324/148 Repairs to CCTV system for King George V Playing Field & Church of St. Peter & St. Paul. Guardian Security have quoted £1297 to replace faulty wifi communications units at the Church & £631 to replace a faulty camera covering the playing field. It was agreed that the camera would be replaced, however it was felt that in view of the significant cost involved, the Church should contribute towards the repairs to the wifi system. As the Church now has an internal CCTV system it was suggested that a cheaper option might be to link these external cameras directly to the Church internal system if compatible.    
2324/149 Temple Ewell Primary School PTFA Boot Fair proposal. A written proposal had been submitted to hold an initial boot fair on Sunday 9 June at King George V Playing Field. A number of queries were raised including provision of toilet facilities, the need to advise nearby householders, possible approval from KCC regarding road marshalling, and DDC in relation to the use of Kearsney Abbey Car Park. The proposal for this fundraising event was approved. Cllr. Mousley to liaise with Kirsty Price from PTFA. 
2324/150 Reports from Committees:

Allotments – meeting held 17 March: 2 vacant plots to be allocated (waiting list of 6). A number of plots required significant work; however, given the extremely wet winter & early spring it was agreed that no action would be taken until after the next site visit on 14 April.
Events – Rev. Parrish has confirmed that the Church bells will be rung at 6.30pm on 6 June and that he will read the 7-verse tribute as part of the 80th D-Day anniversary celebrations. The Fox have no plans as yet but were agreeable to assisting with the lighting of the beacon at 9.15pm and will look at arranging something in between these times, possibly linked to the National Fish & Chips Day that form part of these celebrations. Clerk to source suitable music to be played at the beacon lighting event.
Finance – The Clerk had undertaken further investigation into notice savings account options and confirmed that the best available option from a major financial institution was the NatWest Liquidity Manager account.
Clerk to proceed with account opening, and transfer funds once 2024/25 Precept payment received.

Social Media – The top Facebook page viewings in the last month were Forthcoming Road Closures (1347), Bus Changes due to roadworks (397) & Thefts from parked vehicles (111). The Website had 138 views in February and 120 in March to date.
Planning – The committee held a site meeting in relation to application 24/0056 for construction of a dwelling opposite 21 Malvern Road, Temple Ewell. While no objections were raised, concerns were expressed regarding the proposed access route, and views of the property from the Alkham Valley. A number of residents have been in touch regarding similar issues and the damage already caused to wildlife and biodiversity on the site and objections made on the DDC planning portal.
2324/151 Reports from the Clerk:
a) Highways Improvement Plan – a meeting has been arranged with KCC Highways on 4 April at 1pm to discuss updates on the possible alterations to the Alkham Road/London Road junction and speed reduction measures on London Road. The recent recurrence of HGV’s on Templeside will also be discussed.
b) Surface Water Flooding at Temple Close – in response to complaints from the Parish Council and a number of parishioners, drains and gullies in Green Lane, Target Firs, Temple Close & Templeside had been cleansed. A KCC officer has also visited Singledge Lane in Whitifield on 15 March to review the surface water drainage in that area. Once the written report has been received it will be shared with all Councillors and interested parties.
c) Local Crime summary. There were 12 reported crimes in Temple Ewell in January; 1 of Anti-Social behaviour, 3 of Criminal Damage and 8 that were either violence or sexual offences. 
d) Embankment on corner of High Street/London Road. KCC have advised that in addition to a Cultivation Licence, because of the proposed installation of sleepers, a Structures Licence will also be required. Fees totalling £400 are payable to get the proposals authorised. It was agreed that given the level of fees, a revised plan should be considered. A meeting to include the owner of Lorna’s Hairdressers has been arranged for the afternoon of Thursday 4 April.
e) Ms Middlebrook Memorial Bench. The bench & plaque have now been purchased. The village handyman will be cutting back the vegetation behind the concrete plinth at the playing field in preparation for the installation of the bench within the next couple of weeks (weather permitting). An official unveiling is to be arranged; Clerk to contact Jenny Miles for additional information.  
2324/152 Planning Decisions by DDC since last meeting.
24/00071 Erection of a first floor rear balcony at 9 Target Firs, Temple Ewell – Granted.

23/00032 Erection of a single storey rear extension, Ash Tree House, Egerton Road, Temple Ewell - Granted

2324/153 Planning Applications discussed: None.
2324/154 Approval of Payments & Bank Reconciliation for February 2024. Approval proposed by Cllr. Dr Parks and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.

2324/155 Any other business:

a) Nominations for English Heritage Blue Plaques; the criteria were discussed, and no suitable candidates identified.

b) Cllr. Mrs Newington thanked the Clerk for the installation of the new signs at Dragon Wood Car Park. 
Meeting closed at 8:56pm.


