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TEMPLE EWELL



    TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ      Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.Com       Website: templeewellpc.world
    Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council.  Twitter:@ewellpc

Minutes of meeting held Tuesday 27 February 2024 commencing 7.15pm
2324/118 Present: Cllrs. Mrs A Newington, G Mousley, M Bowman, Dr. M Parks, Mrs K Marsh, 

D Prescott. In attendance, Clerk & 3 members of public.

2324/119 Apologies for absence: Cllr. C Lynch.

2324/120 Declarations of interest: None.
2324/121 Approval of Minutes in relation to the meeting held 30 January 2024. The minutes were unanimously approved and adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks & Seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. 

2324/122 Chairman’s Announcements. None.
2324/123 Adjournment of the meeting to receive comments and questions from parishioners.

Mr Robbins advised that Temple Ewell Primary School have 23 year 6 pupils who will find out where they will be undertaking secondary education on 1 March. The school PTFA will confirm arrangements for their Boot fair at their next meeting. He also advised that the football pitch markings undertaken on Friday have been washed away by the heavy rainfall; Clerk to contact Idverde to get them remarked.
An Egerton Road resident raised the issue of dangerous parking around the London Road/Alkham Road junction; this will be added for discussion with KCC in connection with the Highways Improvement Plan.
2324/124 Request for £100 Grant from Dover & District Beekeepers’ Association. A brief summary regarding the dangers of Asian Hornets and the impact on native insects and honeybees was provided. It was very much a case of act now in an effort to repel their invasion before they become permanently established in the UK. It was unanimously agreed to provide a Grant of £100 towards the ongoing costs of repelling the Asian hornets, many of which are nesting in and around the Dover area.
2324/125 Request for use of the Parish Logo. A small wine producer within the village has requested that the Parish Council logo be added to his wine bottle labels. Legal guidance suggests that the logo should only be used where the Council is supporting or sponsoring a project. The Council unanimously confirmed refusal of this request. 

2324/126 KALC Dover District Parish Charter. KALC Dover area were seeking the Parish Council approval of a draft Charter with Dover District Council. Approval was given subject to clarification of the paragraph relating to personnel, where it was not felt possible to advise DDC of the Clerk’s normal availability, given the part-time hours and flexible working patterns.
2324/127 KALC Community Awards. KALC have advised that only one nomination per Council can be accepted. It was therefore agreed that Alison Worton be nominated for this year’s award.
2324/128 District Councillors reports: None received.
2324/129 County Councillor’s report: Nothing received.

2324/130 Election of a Vice-Chairman. Councillors were asked to consider their availability for this post and to advise the Clerk if interested. Decision deferred until next meeting.
2324/131 Reports from Committees:

Allotments – no report (next meeting at the end of March)

Events – The 80th anniversary celebrations for D-Day are just 100 days away. Clerk to contact The Fox regarding Beacon lighting event at 9.15pm on 6 June, and Rev. Parrish regarding Church bell ringing from 6.30pm earlier in the evening. Support for an additional summer event would be made available, possibly linked to a Temple Ewell PTFA event. 
Finance – NatWest have launched a new 35 day notice account which attracts a significantly higher interest rate than our existing Business Reserve account. Clerk to search for alternative options that may offer an even higher rate and report to next meeting.
Social Media – The top Facebook postings related to the Police My Community Voice (220 views) & forthcoming roadworks (436). Cllr. Mrs Marsh agreed to organise posts providing backgrounds and local group involvements of Parish Councillors to help parishioners better understand the Council, and a post regarding volunteers to join the new Speedwatch group. 
Planning – The committee reviewed application 24/00080 in relation to an agricultural barn and new access road at Pond Close Nursery, London Road, Temple Ewell with a site meeting held with the applicants. No objection was made, albeit suggested amendments and caveats were proposed in relation to the access road.
2324/132 Reports from the Clerk:

a) Illegally parked van at Dragon Wood Car Park – this has now been removed.
b) Highways Improvement Plan – a meeting is to be arranged with KCC Highways to discuss updates on the possible alterations to the Alkham Road/London Road junction and speed reduction measures on London Road.
c) Surface Water Flooding at Temple Close – this had again occurred over the weekend of 24/25 February. KCC have indicated that drain cleansing will take place in the area on 4 March, however no formal response has been received regarding the concerns raised, Clerk will continue to chase.
d) Local Crime summary. December saw 6 reported crimes in Temple Ewell (1 Theft, 1 Criminal damage, 2 Violence/Sexual Offences and 2 of Anti-Social behaviour. In the same period there were 10 reported crimes in River and 1 in Lydden. 

e) Embankment on corner of High Street/London Road. KCC have employed an external agent to review our proposals; Clerk to continue to chase a response.
f) Dragon Wood Car Park Refurbishment. Despite previously confirming a Grant of up to £20K towards this project, DDC today advised that the funder (Rural England Prosperity Fund) had declined the request advising that although Dragon Wood was within the boundary of the funding availability, the Car Park was on the other side of the boundary and not therefore eligible for funding. Clerk to write to DDC expressing our dissatisfaction and establish whether the funding is being re-allocated.
g) Ms Middlebrook Memorial Bench. An existing concrete plinth on the perimeter of the King Georges Field had been located by Cllr. Mrs Newington. Clerk to check dimensions and suitability.
h) CCTV issues affecting King Georges Field & Dragon Wood Car Park. A recent servicing visit revealed that cameras at these locations were no longer working. A further visit from the contractor is scheduled for 1 March to re-instate these cameras.
i) Litter Picking on London Road. Branching Out have indicated that due to the absence of a footpath on one side of the road, it would not be safe for them to cleanse this area. Clerk to ask whether the opposite side of the road could be cleansed of litter.
2324/133 Planning Decisions by DDC since last meeting. None.

2324/134 Planning Applications discussed:

24/00156 Construction of a dwelling on land to the rear of Malvern Meadow. It was agreed that due to the complexity and location of this proposal, a site visit by the Planning sub-committee would be undertaken on 1 March. Clerk to check whether any trees with preservation orders are in the locality.
2324/135 Approval of Payments & Bank Reconciliation for January 2024.Approval proposed by Cllr. Dr Parks and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.

2324/136 Any other business:

a) Nominations for speaker at Annual Parish Meeting on 30 April 2024. Rob Philpott from the Dover & District Beekeepers’ Association agreed to undertake a presentation at the meeting.
b) Concerns were expressed regarding surface water flowing across London Road from Wellington Road (drains blocked with rubble) and Egerton Road which provide a hazard for road users. Clerk to investigate and advise KCC as appropriate.
Meeting closed at 9.29 pm.


