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TEMPLE EWELL



 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk                                                                                 Website: templeewellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 27 May 2025, commencing at 7.15pm
2526/001. Present: Cllrs’ Prescott, Mrs A Newington, Dr. L Schoeb, C Lynch, A Bateman, S Wilson, M Bowman & County Cllr. P King  
In attendance: Clerk, and two members of the public. Apologies for absence: Cllr. Dr. M Parks.
2526/002. Declarations of Interest. None
2526/003. Election of Chairman. The meeting unanimously elected Cllr. Dr. Michael Parks as Chairman, having been proposed by Cllr. Bowman & seconded by Cllr. Prescott. He will sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk upon return from holiday.

2526/004. Election of Vice-Chairman. The meeting unanimously elected Cllr. Charles Lynch as Vice-Chairman having been proposed by Cllr. Bateman & seconded by Cllr. Prescott.
2526/005. Adjournment for questions and comments from parishioners. None raised.
2526/006 Reports from Dover District Councillors. None received.
2526/007. Reports from Kent County Councillor Paul King. Concerns were expressed regarding the poor state of the main entrance roads into Dover, particularly the amount of litter. A Parish Councillor suggested that perhaps introducing a toll fee for entering/leaving the port of Dover similar to the London Mayor’s Thames Crossings Tolls would ensure funding to cover the costs of road maintenance in the area. Cllr. King also stated that he wished that Dover Harbour Board were more involved with the local community.
2526/008. Review of Terms of Reference and appointment of Committees.
The following were unanimously elected to the respective committees:

Allotments: Clerk (Treasurer) & Cllr. Wilson.
Events: Chairman, Cllrs. Bowman, Dr. Schoeb & Mrs Newington
Finance: Chairman, Clerk, Cllrs. Lynch & Wilson
Social Media: Clerk, Cllr. Bowman.
Planning: Cllrs. Dr Parks, Lynch, Prescott, Bowman & Bateman.
2526/009. Appointment of new Committees. No new Committees appointed.
2526/010. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. These were reviewed and it was unanimously agreed that they be adopted, including a minor amendment to Section 5.4 of the Financial Regulations for contracts in excess of thresholds set by Parliament where the Procurement Act 2023 & Procurement Regulations 2024 must now be followed, and Section 5.11 where contracts must not be split to avoid compliance with these rules.
2526/011. Inventory of Land and other assets. This was reviewed and unanimously agreed to be adopted.
2526/012. Insurance Arrangements. The Clerk confirmed that cover will be renewed with Clear Council Insurance on 1 June 2025; annual premium £1030.06.
2526/013. Risk Assessment. This had been updated by the Clerk and was reviewed by the Council, who unanimously agreed to approve the summary document. The Clerk would progress the outstanding issues at King George V Playing Field.
2526/014. Review of Parish Council Policies. The following policies were reviewed, and it was unanimously agreed that they be adopted: Complaints Procedure, Freedom of Information Requests, Data Protection, Dealing with the Press/Media, Employee Discipline & Grievance, Publication Scheme, Document & Records Retention, Social Media.
2526/015. Expenditure under Section 137 of the Local Government Act. The Clerk advised that this must be limited to £15,540 for the current financial year. Expenditure for 2024/25 under Section 137 amounted to £4520 (29.8 % of the limit available).
2526/016. Review of monthly Bank Account Payments. These are salary & office allowance payments, and Direct Debits for CCTV & Website services. They were unanimously approved.
2526/017. Venue & dates for Council Meetings in 2025/26. These will be held on the last Tuesday of each month* commencing at 7:15pm apart from August & December when no meeting will be held. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in April. Meetings will be held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall. * With the exception of June which will be held on Tuesday 17th to avoid absence of the Clerk & January 2026 which will be held on Tuesday 20 January due to the unavailability of the hall on 27th  January.
2526/018. Approval of Minutes in relation to the Meeting held 25 March 2025.
The minutes were adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Dr Schoeb and seconded by Cllr. Lynch.
2526/019. Chairman’s announcements.
Cllr. Dr. Parks & the Clerk were notified on 23 April 2025 of the resignation of Cllr. Edward Haste due to work & family commitments.
2526/020. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – The Committee met at the allotments on 4 May 2025. There have been 2 plots surrendered, and these will be filled from the waiting list of 5 in the coming weeks. 
Events – Cllr. Bowman was thanked for organising the successful Easter Egg Hunt event. The VE Day 80th anniversary celebration which included presentation of prizes for the Art Competition, Bell Ringing and lighting of the Beacon at King George’s Field which was well attended. Thanks were passed to the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul and Rev. Parrish for their help with the events which were part of a National programme & Cllr. Mrs Newington’s mother for lighting the Beacon.
Finance – No Report. Annual Accounts & Governance for 2024/25 are detailed under Minute items 29 & 30.
Social Media – The website has average 225 viewings per month since December, with 250 viewings in April & 212 so far in May. Facebook page viewings in April & May were 647 for the Easter Egg Hunt, VE Day Celebrations (404), Roadworks warnings (276), Annual Parish Meeting (197), and Refurbishment of Dragon Wood Car Park (1339).
2526/021. Reports from the Clerk.

a) St. Michael’s Care Home Commercial Waste Bin. This was again reported to DDC Environmental Health Team on 19 May due to the overflowing nature and appalling smell of the bin stored on the track leading to the allotments. A response is still awaited.
2526/022. Planning Applications reviewed by Sub-Committee. 
a) 25/00505 Erection of detached bungalow adjoining 1 Malvern Meadow, Temple Ewell.  No issues were raised regarding the proposed development with the exception of potential issues regarding surface water drainage and it’s likely impact on flooding across London Road and into Alkham Road due to the absence of highway drainage on Egerton Road. 
2526/023. Planning Decisions made by Dover District Council.
a) 25/00140 Erection of a side & rear extension at 1 Mill Cottages, Brookside, Temple Ewell – Granted.

b) 25/00100 Erection of single storey rear extension at 13 Church Hill, Temple Ewell – Granted.
c) 25/00152 Erection of a 2-storey extension to Temple Ewell Nursing Home, Wellington Road – Granted. (this includes a provision to ensure that all existing hedgerows & trees are retained).
2526/024. Planning Application reviewed by full Council.

a) 25/00538 Replacement 2 storey garage at 92 London Road, Kearsney. It was agreed that no objections would be raised but clarity sought regarding the potential impact of noise from the workshop on neighbouring properties and that a possible restriction on working hours at the workshop may be imposed.
2526/025. Planning Enforcement update ENF/24/00178 Porch at 2 Church Hill, Temple Ewell

Response from Kent County Council has again been chased, however no reply has yet been received. If no response is received within 7 days a formal complaint will be raised with KCC given the time elapsed since this enforcement notice was initiated.
2526/026. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for March & April 2025. Approval proposed by Cllr. Prescott and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. Unanimously approved.

2526/027. Approval of annual accounts for the Madeline Watson Charity (Temple Ewell Allotments) 
The unaudited accounts for year ended 31 March 2025 were reviewed and unanimously approved.

2526/028. Approval of annual accounts for King George V Playing Field (Temple Ewell) Charity

The unaudited accounts for year ended 31 March 2025 were reviewed and unanimously approved.

2526/029.Approval of annual Governance Statement for year ended 31 March 2025.

The AGAR Governance statement was reviewed and unanimously approved.
2526/030. Approval of Parish Council Accounting Statements for year ended 31 March 2025.
The internal audit was completed by A J Kilbee who had raised no issues. The Statements were reviewed and unanimously approved.

2526/031. Approval of plans for refurbishment of area behind the Netball Court at King George’s Playing Field. The plans were unanimously approved and Cllr. Lynch agreed to seek quotes for the cost of the works from various local contractors. A maximum budget of £10K was also agreed for these works subject to a funding availability confirmation from the Clerk.
2526/032. Request for installation of handrails adjoining the steps from Dragon Wood Car Park. This was agreed in principle; Clerk to liaise with the Dragon Wood Volunteer Group to finalise plans and installation.
2526/033. Request for alteration to a parking space at Dragon Wood Car Park to assist pedestrian access. Given the much-increased usage of the car park since refurbishment it was felt that the loss of a parking space was not acceptable. The Clerk will review alternative options for improving pedestrian access to the steps to the wood which will be discussed at the next meeting.
2526/034. Sponsorship request from Temple Ewell Primary School Parents, Teachers & Friends Association.
A request has been received for a Grant of £100 to be made to enable the use of a Bouncy Castle at the School Fete. This was unanimously approved.
2526/035. River Dour Conservation Group request for volunteers. Cllrs. Bowman & Prescott indicated that they may be available for active participation, however further information was needed regarding what was required in terms of management and promotion of the Dour Conservation Group 
2526/036. Any other business.

a) Cllr Mrs Newington sought confirmation of the date of the village footpath walk. Clerk to check village hall availability for a Sunday afternoon in mid to late September.
b) Cllr. Prescott sought an update as to when the Lower Road 20mph roundels were going to be re-marked. Clerk to chase KCC Highways.
c) Cllr. Prescott raised concerns regarding earth on the edge of London Road. Clerk to take photos and contact KCC Highways.
d) Cllr. Wilson sought an update on the reinstatement of a Bus Shelter by Lorna’s Hairdressers. Clerk advised he has chased Stagecoach several times, but no meaningful response has been received. He has very recently contacted Dover District Council seeking their assistance in getting a replacement bus shelter put in place.
e) Concern was expressed at the amount of Dog mess on the Bridleway and path above the Madeline Watson allotments. Clerk to contact Dover District Council to seek cleaning up of this well used path and also see whether signage can be installed reminding dog owners to clear up any mess.
f) Rev. Parrish advised that there will be an open day at the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul on 20th June. He also thanked the Parish Council for their ongoing support to the local community.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.42pm.
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