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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk                                                                                 Website: templeewellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 28 July 2026, commencing at 7.15pm
2627/053. Present: Cllr’s Mrs A Newington, C Lynch, S Wilson, M Bowman, D Prescott, A Bateman. In attendance: current Clerk (A Howard-Grigg) & replacement Clerk, Ms. E Arnold, No members of the public. 
2627/054. Apologies for absence: Cllr’s Dr. Parks & Dr. Schoeb.
2627/055. Declarations of Interest. None
2627/056. Approval of Minutes in relation to the Meeting held 30 June 2026.
The minutes were adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Lynch & Seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. 
2627/057. Chairman’s announcements. Vice-Chair, Cllr. Lynch welcomed Emily Arnold to the meeting.
2627/058. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – Meeting held on 5 July; 2 vacant plots to be filled from the waiting list. It was agreed that the Annual Prize Winners will be decided following a visit by the Clerks and Cllr. Mrs Newington in August.
Events – The Village Footpath Walk has been confirmed for Sunday 13 September: Clerk to book the lower Village Hall Room for hosting the post-walk afternoon tea provided by Temple Ewell WI.
Finance – Quarter 1 Financial summary; expenditure at 24% of annual budget with just 3 regular payments having risen above the budget estimate by small amounts that will have no significant effect on the finances.
Social Media – The website had viewings of 137 in July (6-month average 162) while Facebook had 345 viewings of the forthcoming village roadworks details. 
2627/059. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Local Police Crime Report for May. 17 crimes in Temple Ewell including 3 vehicle crimes, a burglary, drugs offence, 4 items of criminal damage and one possession of weapons. 6 in Lydden & 18 in River.
b) King George V Playing Field Multi-Play unit wooden tunnel. A loose post due to a rotten area of wood has been secured with a small item of replacement wood. An application for a DDC Community Grant is to be made in the hope of funding the replacement wooden tunnel.
c) London Road Bus Shelter replacement. DDC have advised that Stagecoach insurers have sought details of the cost of the removal of the damaged shelter and have yet to complete the claim.
d) Tree & vegetation removals adjacent to Scotland Common. DDC have investigated this work and advise that it is dead or infected trees that have been removed and that the trees will be replaced.

e) Kearsney Avenue kerb & pavement installation.  KCC Highways have discussed the issue with the Railway Bell Developers, and KCC have subsequently responded advising that responsibility for the absence of this work lies with DDC Planning Enforcement Department. Clerk to contact DDC.
f) Allotment access track. This is a KCC Public Right of Way and has been investigated by KCC who have advised that they do not regard its condition as dangerous and do not have funding available to undertake any repairs. They have confirmed that the Parish Council may undertake the work if able to. Cllr. Bowman advised that Mark Pennock whose vehicles had been using the track was prepared to offer a quote to repair it following his installation of new fencing around the top of the allotment.
g) Wasp nest in tree at King George’s Field. This was investigated by Dover Beekeepers Association as it was thought to be an Asian Hornet nest. They have confirmed that the wasps will leave the nest in September and at this point the nest can be removed. In the meantime, the surrounding area has been taped off, albeit the danger is minimal as the nest is some 15 feet above ground level.

h) East Kent Unitary Authority has been announced by the Government and will include the existing District Councils of Dover, Canterbury & Thanet. It will be established in 2028 following local elections in May 2027. The impact on Town & Parish Councils is not yet known.
2627/060. Planning Applications reviewed by Sub-Committee. None.
2627/061. Planning Decisions made by Dover District Council. None.
2627/062. Planning Applications reviewed by full Council. None.
2627/063. Proposal for 9 houses adjacent to the entrance road to Kearsney Railway Station. Three members of the planning sub-committee held a meeting with the landowner & planning consultant to discuss the initial plans for the site prior to the application being submitted to DDC. The overall feeling was that there were too many houses, too close to each other with insufficient parking spaces. An application is awaited.
2627/064. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for June 2026. Approval proposed by Cllr. Bateman and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.
2627/065. Refurbishment of King George V Playing Field embankment area. The works are due to commence in early August. It was agreed to add anti-climbing protection to the pergola at a cost of £52. Purchase & Installation of Waste Recycling Bins was discussed; the recycling bins at the Primary School will be reviewed and a decision made regarding the style of bins needed and purchased prior to March 2027.
2627/066. Any other business.
a) Temple Ewell Village Hall are seeking a Chairman & Committee member: Cllr. Bowman indicated that he may be interested in joining their committee.
b) A neighbour to a property in France has sought information regarding the owner who lived in Temple Ewell until March 2026 as the French property is deteriorating. Councillors were not aware of the current location of this property owner.
c) The Newington’s were thanked for cutting back the tree and hedges that were overhanging the footpath on Lower Road near to the railway viaduct.

d) Mazars Accountants have carried out the external audit of the 2025/26 Parish Council accounts and have raised no issues.

e) The Historic Village sign outside the Baptist Church again appears to be damaged; Clerk to arrange repairs by Dover District Council.

f) Branching Out have explained that their request for Dragon Wood is to place notes on an existing tree rather than planting a Monkey Tree – this was approved by Councillors.
g) Cllr. Lynch and the other Councillors present thanked Andy Howard-Grigg for his 8 years’ service as  Parish Clerk and wished him an enjoyable retirement from 31 July.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.16 pm.
The next meeting is on 29th September at 7.15pm.
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