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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk          Website: www.TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 25 March 2025, commencing at 7.15pm
2425/160. Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, S Wilson, C Lynch, M Bowman, Mrs L Schoeb, A Bateman, D Prescott. In attendance: Parish Clerk, 1 members of the public.
2425/161. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Dr. Parks, Haste, County Cllr. Beaney.
2425/162. Declarations of Interest. None.
2425/163. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 25 February 2025. Proposed by Cllr. Wilson and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. Unanimously approved as a true record. 
2425/164. Chairman’s announcements. In the absence of Dr. Parks, the meeting was chaired by Cllr. Lynch.
2425/165. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. No questions raised.
2425/166. Reports from Dover District Councillors. None received.
2425/167. Report from County Councillor David Beaney. No report received.
2425/168. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – Meeting held 23 March. Two vacant plots to be filled from the half dozen people on the waiting list. One rent payment to be chased.
Events – Cllr. Bowman advised that the Easter Egg Hunt has now been advertised with a good number of early responses. Preparations for VE Day celebrations are now complete with the Church Bells to be rung at 6.30pm and Rev. Parrish to read the national proclamation at 9.25pm with the beacon to be lit at 9.30pm. 
Finance – No report: financial year ends 31 March.
Social Media – Facebook had 1671 (up 50% on February) views in the last month, 526 viewed the Easter Egg Hunt & 536 the VE Day posts. Viewing of the Website pages was 204 in March (6 months average 180) 
Planning – No applications reviewed since the previous full Parish Council meeting.
2425/169. Reports from the Clerk.
a) Dragon Wood Car Park – works to commence on 2 April with the Car Park closed from Thursday 3 April until the drainage & resurfacing works are completed. Nearby residents to be asked not to park on the entrance road in order to allow lorries to access the site.
b) Local Police & Crime Report – 2 crimes reported during January: Violence/Sexual Offence at Whitfield Hill and Drugs at London Road near to Leads Garage. 1 crime reported in Lydden and 10 in River including criminal damage at Kearsney Abbey.
c) Dragon Wood – Tree Pruning to reduce potential damage to a property at Downhill Close has now been completed.
d) CCTV Camera looking onto Templar Road; it has been confirmed that this is a non-functioning camera which has now been removed.
e) Wellington Road – the road including the drains are due to be cleansed this month by KCC.
f) Castle View Meadow – the fencing is in place to protect animals within the field.
g) Primary School VE Day Art Competition – the review will now take place at 5pm on 9 April. Mr. Robbins has left the completed artwork with the Clerk.
h) Annual Parish Meeting (29 April) – River Councillors will undertake a presentation on the River Dour.
i) Damage to fencing at bottom of King George’s Playing Field – it is believed that this has been done by children climbing on the concrete meter cabinet. The ripped section of fence will be repaired shortly.
2425/170. Planning Applications from Dover District Council

a) 25/00152 – 2 storey extension at Temple Ewell Nursing Home, Wellington Road. It was agreed that concerns would be expressed regarding the possible impact of parking and congestion on Wellington Road due to additional staff & visitors, and that no trees (most covered by preservation orders) or large shrubs should be removed to maintain the privacy of properties on the opposite side of London Road.
2425/171. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. 
a) 25/00014 2 storey side extension at 1 Laburnum Close, Kearsney – Granted.

b) 25/00098 – erection of a front porch at Hot Toddy, 183 London Road, Temple Ewell – Granted.
2425/172. Planning Enforcement notifications. 
ENF/24/00178 Erection of porch at 2 Church Hill. The KCC meeting with the property owners has yet to be re-arranged. Clerk to chase KCC.
2425/173 Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for February 2025. These were proposed by Cllr. Dr. Schoeb and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.
2425/174. Temple Ewell Speedwatch Group. Online training has been completed by 3 members with a further 3 still to complete. Cllr. Prescott advised he had not received the link to the online training. Clerk to arrange for this to be sent again.
2425/175 Kent Air Ambulance Charity £400 Grant request. It was unanimously agreed to provide the Grant requested.
2425/176. Refurbishment of bench near to Lorna’s Hairdressers. It was agreed to cover the £36 cost of preservative treatment for this bench subject to provision of a receipt. 
2425/177. DDC Quadrennial review of Parish Councillors & Chairman’s Allowances. It was agreed that a recommendation to DDC would confirm the retention of the £300 Chairman’s Allowance but also that it was felt that there should be no allowance for Parish Councillors.
2425/178. Refurbishment of King George V Playing Field embankment area. Cllr Lynch had undertaken research of child movements in the area and produced a suggested plan for refurbishment of the area between the rear of the school and the netball court. These plans were unanimously agreed (possibly with the addition of a fence between the new path and the school rear gate). Cllr. Lynch to draw up a specification in preparation for obtaining quotations for these works.
2425/179. Any other business.

(a) Cllr. Mrs Newington agreed to place a notice within Dragon Wood advising people not to use the exit route via the car park during the refurbishment works.
(b) KCC contractors had again visited the embankment by Lorna’s Hairdressers with the intention of cutting it all back but were fortunately stopped on this occasion. Clerk to again contact KCC to ensure they notify the contractors that maintenance of this area is now the responsibility of the Parish Council.

(c) The Bus Shelter by Lorna’s Hairdressers was struck by a No. 15 bus at 12.44pm on 10 March. It was thought that this shelter is owned by the Parish Council, however a subsequent check of the Asset Register has revealed that this is not the case (shelters at Player’s Corner & The Railway Bell are parish Council owned). Stagecoach will be contacted to ensure that repairs are carried out as soon as possible.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm.
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