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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk          
Website: www.TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk    Facebook:Temple Ewell Parish Council  Twitter (X): @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 28 October commencing at 7.15pm
2526/093. Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, Dr. M Parks, A Bateman, S Wilson, D Prescott. In attendance: Parish Clerk & 1 member of the public.
2526/094. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Bowman, Lynch & Dr. L Schoeb.
2526/095. Declarations of Interest. None.
2526/096. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 30 September 2025. Proposed by Cllr. Mrs Newington & Seconded by Cllr. Wilson. Approved as a true record. 
2526/097. Chairman’s announcements. None.
2526/098. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. Mr. Robbins advised that Temple Ewell Primary School had received an award from Dover District Council. He also mentioned that the school children were undertaking a long-term project focusing on trees & preservation. It was agreed that the Parish Council would provide a budget of £100 towards the purchase of badges for those children involved in the project.
2526/099. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – Annual rent payments all paid. 3 people on waiting list for plots. Allotments AGM Sunday 5 October saw the committee re-elected en-bloc. Issues discussed included the state of the PROW leading up to the allotments (KCC allocating contractor), a diseased Ash Tree that needs removing, and possible improvement to the track leading to allotments car park (Grant being sought). It was also proposed to close the COIF Investment account and move the funds to a Savings account to make access to the money easier. This was supported by the Parish Council.
Events – Use of the village hall for the Christmas Lights Event confirmed along with Soundwaves, Dover Choir. A suggestion from Cllr. Bowman regarding a pre-event lantern making workshop for children was discussed, however the lack of hall availability & potential Safeguarding issues mean it would not be possible to hold the event this year. Cllr. Mrs Newington advised that she could obtain a discount for the catering items and will check that “Santa” is available to attend the event.
Finance – Half-yearly budget v expenditure review discussed. A meeting for the 2026/27 Budget is to be arranged for mid-November.
Social Media – Facebook – 636 views of road closure notice. Website 456 viewings this month (average also 456 for the last 6 months).
Planning – No applications reviewed since last meeting.
2526/100. Reports from the Clerk.
a) Local Police & Crime report.  8 crimes reported in August (Lydden 4 & River 14). Concerns expressed regarding 4 crimes at Temple Close. PC Ansley unable to attend the meeting due to his shift rota but has advised that the Sexual/Violence crimes reported are all domestic incidents. He will be investigating the crimes in Temple Close and provide an update in due course.
b) London Road Bus Shelter replacement. DDC sent photos of Stagecoach clearing debris of the damaged shelter along with details of a witness of was on the bus that hit the shelter to initiate an insurance claim. No response yet received despite being chased several times. Dover Society will also raise this issue at their meeting with DDC in November. It was agreed that the absence of action from DDC was unacceptable and that a formal complaint will be raised. In the meantime, Cllr. Bateman will seek costings for replacing it with a brick-built shelter and a contribution will be sought from Stagecoach.
c) Temple Ewell Minnis Byway. New signs have been placed at entrances by the Kent Trail Riders Fellowship. Cllrs Mrs Newington & Prescott advised of illegal activity by young bikers from around 2pm today; this will be reported to the Police.
d) KCC Highways Improvement Plan updates. “SLOW” markings will be placed near to the Lower Road viaduct, and on High Street by KCC. They have suggested additional HGV signage on London Road, either side of the High Street junction, and at the bottom of Whitfield Hill by the mini roundabout, however the Parish Council will have to meet the cost (unknown at present) of installation. Requests have been made to DDC for a Dog-Bone marking at the bottom of George & Dragon Place and their Planning Enforcement Team are engaged in trying to get the path and kerbs installed at the bottom end of Kearsney Avenue.
2526/101. Planning Applications from Dover District Council. 
a) 25/01079 Removal of diseased & damaged trees at Kearsney Manor. No objection or comments to be made.
b) 25/01161 Addition of a porch and relocation of garage at 85 Templeside. No objection to be made, however a suggestion is to be made that the extended driveway should have an on-site soakaway, rather than permitting rainfall to run directly onto the road.
2526/102. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council.
a) 25/00904 Erection of a side extension at 23 Lower Road, Temple Ewell – Granted.
2526/103. Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for September 2025. These were proposed by Cllr. Bateman and seconded by Cllr. Prescott. Unanimously approved.
2526/104. Illegal use of waste bin at King George V Playing Field. The bin continues to regularly be filled with a large plastic bag full of dog waste. It was agreed to place reminders on Facebook and in the TE Newsletter article advising that if this activity continues, the bins will have to be removed.
2526/105. Maintenance contract renewal for King George V Playing Field. Given the many issues experienced with the current contractor failing to regularly cut the grass and mark the sports pitch lines, it was agreed to accept the quotation from Cherished Services (Ashford) to undertake maintenance of the field for 2026.
2526/106. Any other business.

a) Remembrance Service, Sunday 9 November. Cllr. Bateman agreed to attend the Service and present the Wreath.
b) Dragon Wood Car Park. An NRS Healthcare van has been parked for over 2 months. The company are in Liquidation, and the Clerk spoke with an administrator earlier today regarding removal of the vehicle. 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.24.pm.  Date of next meeting: Tuesday 25 November at 7.15pm
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