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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk          
Website: www.TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk    Facebook:Temple Ewell Parish Council  Twitter (X): @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 29 July 2025 commencing at 7.15pm
2526/057. Present: Cllrs., Mrs A Newington, Dr. M Parks, Dr. L Schoeb, C Lynch, S Wilson. In attendance: Parish Clerk.
2526/058. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Bateman, Bowman. 
2526/059. Declarations of Interest. None.
2526/060. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 17 June 2025. Proposed by Cllr. Mrs Newington & Seconded by Cllr. Dr. Parks. Approved as a true record. 
2526/061. Chairman’s announcements. None.
2526/062. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. No Parishioners present.
2526/063. Reports from Dover District Councillors. None received.
2526/064. Report from County Councillor Paul King. No report received.
2526/065. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – Committee Meeting held 27 July. One plot given up & another rental terminated due to failure to maintain the plot. These plots will be allocated to those on the waiting list. It was agreed that the Clerk & Cllr. Mrs Newington would review the allotments and allocate the 2025 prizes for the best maintained plots.
Events – Village Footpath Walk from 1pm on Sunday 21 September. Temple Ewell Wl will arrange post-walk afternoon tea.
Finance – 2025/26 Q1 Income & Expenditure v Budget review undertaken. All expenditure within annual budget. 
Social Media – Facebook – 309 viewings of Roadworks post. Website 279 viewings in July (average 350 per month).
Planning – No applications reviewed since the previous full Parish Council meeting.
2526/066. Reports from the Clerk.
a) Local Police & Crime report. 11 crimes reported in May (Lydden 1 & River 20 (9 Shoplifting)). Concerns expressed regarding 4 crimes of Violence/Sexual offences within the village. PC Ansley to be invited to next meeting to discuss.
b) London Road Bus Shelter replacement. Dover District Council have advised that they do not have the budget to replace the shelter and were unable to submit a claim against Stagecoach who’s bus caused the damage due to the absence of evidence provided by KCC Highways who reported the damage. Clerk to seek photographic evidence and names of witnesses in order to provide evidence to DDC.
2526/067. Planning Applications from Dover District Council. 
a) 25/00732 30% Crown reduction to Beech Tree at The Stables, Bushy Ruff. No objection to be raised.
b) 25/00720 Fell one Sycamore Tree at Scotland Common, Alkham Road. No objection to be raised.
c) 25/00791 Single storey side extension at 1 Malvern Meadow. Concerns to be expressed regarding possible increase in surface water caused by the extended building and the effect of flooding across London Road and into Alkham Road.
2526/068. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. 
25/00642 Side & Front extension, 23 Lower Road, Temple Ewell – application withdrawn.
2526/069. Planning Enforcement notifications. 
ENF/24/00178 Erection of porch at 2 Church Hill. Kent County Council have confirmed that the porch must be demolished: deadline 30 November.
2526/070. Approval of Payments & Bank reconciliation for June 2025. These were proposed by Cllr. Dr. Schoeb and seconded by Cllr. Wilson. Unanimously approved.
2526/071. Temple Ewell Speedwatch Group. Clerk to contact Jan Luckhurst & Cllr. Prescott in an effort to get their online training completed and seek another request for new members via TE Newsletter.
2526/072. Refurbishment of King George V Playing Field embankment area including waste recycling bins. No quotations have yet been received for the work; it was agreed that these would be sought early in 2026 to include DB Works with a view to getting the work undertaken in the summer. Clerk to seek further estimates for Recycling bins for both the Playing Field and Dragon Wood Car Park.
2526/073. CCTV repairs at Church of St. Peter & St. Paul. Works at a cost of £919 approved.
2526/056. Any other business.

a) Local Government Re-organisation. An update was provided by the Chairman & Clerk who have both recently attended KALC meetings. There are currently proposals to split Kent & Medway Councils into 4 new Unitary Authorities, albeit there would be issues with meeting the minimum size of 500K residents per authority. Dover, Canterbury, Folkestone & Hythe and Thanet would total around 526K. The deadline for submitting the proposal is 28 November 2025.The Chairman advised that consideration should be given for a Parish Councillor joining the Dover Area KALC Committee who may have some influence within the district once a new unitary authority is established and DDC abolished. The Clerk is to obtain details of KCC & DDC assets within the village to help understand whether any asset transfers may be of positive use to the Parish Council.
b) 2024/25 AGAR Review. The external auditors have approved the annual governance & accounting review information with only one minor finding relating to publication of the public access period.
c) King George V Playing Field. Following the extreme rainfall, there is a small number of wild mushrooms growing on the field; these are not believed to be poisonous and are likely to be destroyed in the next few days when the grass is cut. There are also several holes that appear to have been dug on the field which require filling and re-seeding. Clerk to arrange repairs and publicise a reminder to people not to dig holes on the field.

d) Highways Improvement Plan – it was agreed to request that kerbing be extended at the junction of Kearsney Avenue & London Road next to the Railway Bell development in order to improve safety for pedestrians.

e) Fencing & CCTV at 16 Templar Road. Some of the fencing is at an illegal height, and CCTV cameras are overviewing both Templar Road and neighbouring properties. Clerk to report to DDC.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.22pm.
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