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TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 28 November 2023, commencing at 7.15pm
2324/086 Present: Cllrs. G Mousley, Mrs A Newington, Mrs L End, Mrs K Price, Ms R Horton, D Prescott, Dr M Parks, C Lynch. 
In attendance: Clerk and 2 members of the public.
2324/087. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Mrs K Marsh, D Beaney & N Robbins (TE Primary School)
2324/088. Declarations of Interest. 
2324/089. Approval of Minutes in relation to the meeting held 31 October 2023.
The minutes were approved and then adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Mrs Newington and seconded by Cllr. Mrs End.
2324/090. Chairman’s Announcements Cllr. Mousley advised that Cllrs. Mrs End had tendered her resignation with effect from 31 December 2023. She was thanked for her 20 year’s service to the Parish.
2324/091. District Councillor’s Reports. No report.
2324/092 County Councillor’s Report. No report.
2324/093. Adjournment of meeting for Parishioners’ questions and comments.
A parishioner enquired about the embankment outside the Baptist Church and whether any wildflowers were present, Cllr. Mrs Newington advised that there were and that they normally flowered in the Spring. The parishioner also advised about possible illegal activities on Scotland Common- Clerk to advise PC Chenery.
2324/094. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – No report.
Events – Cllr. Mrs Price advised that Temple Ewell Primary School PTA had decided to hold the fete on a Thursday afternoon, rather than a larger event on a Saturday; this is due to the lack of support from parents/carers to run a larger event at the weekend. 
Preparations for the Christmas Lights Event are almost complete with tree & light installation from 1pm on Saturday 2 December and set-up for the event on Sunday 3 December from 4pm.
Finance – The Finance Committee met on 21 November and a draft budget was presented with a recommendation that the DDC Precept be increased by 4.8% which is in line with the current rate of inflation. It was clarified that in the absence of a Saturday Fete, support for the Thursday post school event would be significantly less that the budgeted figure of £1600. No budget has been allowed for highways as it was felt unlikely that KCC would permit the requested speed tables in the short term. 
The estimated reserves of £35K on 31 March 2025 might be significantly reduced if an acceptable quotation is received for resurfacing work at Dragon Wood Car Park (current estimate £28K). The budget & precept proposals were unanimously agreed.   
Social Media – Top engagement of posts in the previous month were Christmas Lights Event (540), Post Office Services at Kearsney Convenience Store (223) & proposed Speedwatch Group (163).
Planning – There were no applications reviewed between full Parish Council meetings.
2324/095. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Illegally parked van at Dragon Wood. This vehicle which has been declared SORN has been parked for over 2 months. DDC advice is that as it is private land it is down to the landowner (the Parish Council) to deal with. This would require legal proceeding before the van could be removed. Clerk to add a notice to the vehicle and seek assistance from DVLA and Police for the removal of the vehicle.
b) Highways Improvement Plan.
Letter to Cllr. Beaney seeking assistance with installation of speed tables on London Road drafted and will be sent in the next few days. Requests for volunteers to establish a Speedwatch Group had been advertised on social media with as yet no response. Clerk to advertise in TE Newsletter advising that the group is hoping to be up and running by late Spring 2024 – Cllr. Prescott to be contact point.
c) October Crime update. PC Chenery reported that there were 21 calls to the Police from Temple Ewell and happily none were of a nature that could have a broader impact on the local community. The quarterly Dover Police Community Safety Unit meeting for Parishes will be held on 18 December.
d) Partial restoration of Post Office Services. These began from 1pm today at Kearsney Convenience Store and are limited to bill payments and prepaid parcels and returns.
e) Flooding at Temple Close. Several properties have experienced high volumes of floodwater passing through their gardens and a large lake of water was formed at the end of the cul de sac on 5 occasions during the last 3 weeks due to heavy rainfall. KCC have indicated that a drainage engineer will undertake a site visit this week, however their initial response is that the problem is due to water running off nearby fields and therefore not their responsibility. Cllr. Prescott advised that these properties may have been constructed on a former riverbed. Clerk to await details of KCC report.
f) DDC Green Waste Collections. The DDC Website indicates that the new wheelie bin collections will start in April, and for those homes unable to accommodate an additional bin, it is proposed to issue a free voucher to purchase a home garden waste composter.
2324/096. Planning Applications and Decisions. None.
2324/097. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for October 2023. Approval proposed by Cllr. Dr. Parks and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Price. Unanimously approved.
2324/098. Any other business.

a) Proposals for the embankment by Lorna’s Hairdressers. Previously arranged site meeting of Councillors was cancelled due to Storm Ciaran. Meeting re-arranged for Thursday 7 December.
b) Suggestions for a County Members Grant from Cllr. Beaney. It was agreed to seek financial assistance for the proposed embankment improvements next to Lorna’s Hairdressers.
c) Nominations for KALC Community Awards. It was agreed to nominate Alison Worton, Mike Brodie & Lynda End for these awards.
d) Memorial Bench for King George V Playing Field. A sum of £1300 has been allocated within the 2024/25 budget for the purchase and installation of a bench in memory of the late Miss Middlebrook who left a bequest to the Parish Council.
e) Improvements to Dragon Wood Car Park. An initial quotation for £29K to tarmac the car park and install a French drain had been received. Clerk to seek further quotes and consider alternative surfacing such as blockwork and also seek Grant Funding for this project.
f) Cancellation of proposed Dover, Downs & River Parishes Meeting. Due to the lack of availability of councillors from all parishes, this meeting has been postponed until early in the new year.
g) Quotations for Maintenance of King George V Playing Field. An initial quotation for £2602 had been received with 3 further quotes awaited.
h) Co-option of Martin Bowman to the Parish Council. It was unanimously agreed to accept the nomination of Mr. Bowman to join the Parish Council.
i) Damaged Zebra Crossing beacon at Kearsney. Clerk to chase KCC regarding replacement.
            Meeting closed at 8.35pm
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